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1 PR01£G
 
75 Hawthorne Street
 

San Francisco, CA 94105·3901
 

MAY 21 ZOII 
Jim Abbott, Acting State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
California State Office 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1623 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Subject:	 Joint Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Staff Assessment for the
 
Imperial Valley Solar Project (formerly known as SES Solar Two), Imperial
 
County, California [CEQ# 20100050]
 

Dear Mr. Abbott: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Joint Draft
 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Staff Assessment for the Imperial Valley Solar
 
Project (Project). Our review and comments are provided pursuant to the National
 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations
 
(40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and our NEPA review authority under Section 309 of the Clean Air
 
Act (CAA).
 

I am directing this comment letter to you because of our concerns over the Project's
 
environmental impacts, insufficient evaluation of potentially environmentally preferable
 
alternatives, and implications for other renewable energy projects that have been proposed on
 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands throughout our Region. In light of these concerns,
 
and our recent adverse rating ofBLM's Amargosa Solar Millenium Project in Nevada,
 
(comments submitted on May 17, 2010), I would like to meet with you and BLM's Nevada State
 
Director Ron Wenker in the next 30 days to discuss these issues further. I believe it is important
 
for us to coordinate now to avoid unnecessary delays in the NEPA process as we all work toward
 
the nation's renewable energy goals.
 

EPA supports increasing the development of renewable energy resources in an
 
expeditious and well planned manner. Using renewable energy resources such as solar power
 
can help the nation meet its energy requirements while reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
 
While renewable energy facilities offer many environmental benefits, appropriate siting and
 
design of such facilities is of paramount importance if the nation is to make optimum use of its
 
renewable energy resources without unnecessarily depleting or degrading its water resources,
 
wildlife habitats, recreational opportunities, and scenic vistas.
 

I 

BLM has identified thirty-four proposed renewable energy projects as "fast track"
 
projects that are expected to complete the environmental review process and be ready to break
 
ground by December 2010 in order to be eligible for funding under the American Recovery and
 
Reinvestment Act (Section 1603). Twenty-eight of these projects are located in our Region, of
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